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The care of Lord Rutherford during this brief illness was felt as
a great privilege alike by his doctors and nurses. He was patient,
courageous and uncomplaining, still capable of a joke, still alert enough
in his mind to take an interest in the mechanics of die relieving siphonage
employed.
He humorously reminded his doctors at one stage that they were
treating a professional colleague, for. it will be remembered that in
1928, on the occasion of the Harveian Tercentenary Celebrations, Lord
Rutherford, in concert with Lord Balfour, and Professors Pavlov and
Wenckebach, had been accorded the very rare distinction of being
made an Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians. It may,
indeed, be said that the veneration due to so great a scientist did actually
engender in the thoughts of those who attended him a sense of that
rare relationship which is experienced when a younger colleague is
called upon to advise and help a senior whom he has long included in
the category of Master. Inevitably, too, there was a wistful sense of
regret that science should fail at the last to save one whose devotion
and contribution to scientific method and knowledge were so enduring
and outstanding.
The news of Lord Rutherford's death was received with consternation.
There was to the many who knew him a deep sense of personal loss,
there was to all who knew about him a realisation that they had lost
a leader who could never be replaced.
Sir Frank Smith called on the Sub-Dean of Westminster to propose
burial in the Abbey and this suggestion was immediately granted. The
body was cremated, and it was announced that the ashes of Lord
Rutherford of Nelson would be buried in the nave of Westminster
Abbey, just west of Sir Isaac Newton's tomb and in a line with that
of Lord Kelvin,
In the Abbey there were many personal friends and leading men.
The simplicity and greatness of the man were reflected in the service.
The ten pall-bearers were chosen to represent the chief spheres of
Lord Rutherford's main activities; the High Commissioner for New
Zealand, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cambridge, the
Presidents of the Royal Society, the Royal College of Physicians and